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DAVID J. ODE is a botanist
and ecologist for the South
Dakota Department of Game,
Fish and Parks. He received his
B.A. in biology from Augustana
College in Sioux Falls, South
Dakota, and an M.S. in biology
from South Dakota State

University in Brookings.
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“If South Dakota had an official
honorary title of ‘botanist laureate,’
it would properly belong to David
Ode. . .. Ode’s writing is engaging
and downright enjoyable. . .. A
person cannot read one of these
essays without feeling enriched and
better informed about South
Dakota’s varied environments and
the plants that grow in them.”
—Gary E. Larson, Professor of
Biology and Curator of the C. A.
Taylor Herbarium, South Dakota

State University

“David Ode’s writing is tight,
accurate, frequently humorous, and
nearly always contains an important

historical flavor. As an amateur

botanist, I read it from cover to cover

and will refer to it frequently. ”

—Tony Dean, Tony Dean Outdoors
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DAVID J. ODE

Brimming with information
and anecdotes, Dakota Flora
samples eighty-two plants of
South Dakota. Botanist David
Ode blends history, folklore,
science, and poetry in exploring
the flora of the region.
Experience the seasons on the
prairie as the compass plant
plots your path, burdock fastens
itself to your clothing, and the
predatory Jack-in-the-pulpit
lures its insect victims to its
waiting trap. With outstanding
photography, this visually
stunning book is perfect for

both home and field.



