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     On June 13, 1899, the Union Pacific Railroad 
delivered two botany students and a load of 
freight to Monida, Montana, the western gateway 
to Yellowstone National Park. Leslie Goodding 
and Elias Nelson climbed down from a boxcar, 
and unloaded a wagon, three horses, camping 
gear, provisions for six for three months, and six 
plant presses with  thousands of ȰÄÒÉÅÒÓ and 
white ÓÈÅÅÔÓȢȱ Professor Aven Nelson of the 
University of Wyoming arrived by passenger 
train  two days later, with  his wife and young 
daughters, ages 8 and 13. They would spend 14 
weeks in Yellowstone, ostensibly to document 
the flora of the Park. But the ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔȭÓ impact 
would be much greater. 
 
     The previous winter,  Nelson wrote to the Park 
Superintendent requesting permission to collect 
plants ȰÔÏ represent the vegetation of the Park in 
full  ȣ dried specimens of the smaller plants and 
such twigs of the larger as may conveniently be 
preserved on the usual herbarium sheets, 12 x 
16 ÉÎÃÈÅÓȢȱ An affirmative reply arrived just a 
few weeks later. He also contacted P.A. Rydberg, 
who was preparing a Catalogue of the Flora of 
Montana and the Yellowstone National Park. In 
his reply, Rydberg explained what Nelson most 
likely  already knew: 
 
ȰThe flora of the park is, however well worked 
up as several collectors have been in there, viz., 
the Hayden Survey, C.C. Parry, Letteman, 
Burglehous, &c. The one that has done the 
most, however, is Frank Tweedy of US  
Geological Survey. He spent two whole 
summers in the park. ȣ I would advise you to 

select the mountains east and south east of 
Yellowstone Lake. None of the collectors that I 
know of has collected in that regionȢȱ 

 
     But Nelson had other plans.             (cont. p. 7) 

Above:  Leslie Goodding sits between stacks of blotters, 

checking specimens. This photo was taken near the end of the 

Yellowstone expedition, by which time he had worn the soles 

off his boots. 
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WYNPS News 

Time to Renew:  Please renew your WYNPS 
membership for 2016, and vote for 2016 Board 
candidates.  You can do this by mail or else on-line 
using PayPal and the WYNPS email address.  -Thanks! 
(The membership year is the calendar year.  The 
mailing label on the printed newsletter indicates the 
year through which you are renewed.) 
 
2016 Annual Meeting: Mark June 17-20 on your 
ÃÁÌÅÎÄÁÒȦ  )Æ ÙÏÕȭÄ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ÇÅÔ Á ÊÕÍÐ ÏÎ ÌÏÄÇÉÎÇȟ you 
can reserve cabins or camping at the Dubois KOA 
where Wyoming Native Plant Society attendees have a 
group discount. It is located 1 block from town (from Hwy 
26/287, turn at the Conoco Station onto Riverton St. and go 
south 1 block).  You can register by mail (225 Welty St., 
Dubois, WY 82513), by phone (1-800-562-0806), or on-line 
(www.koa.com/campgrounds/dubois ).  Just say that you 
are with Wyoming Native Plant Society and they will give a 
20% discount off the full prices for cabins, tent camping or 
RV (below).  Amenities include laundry, fishing, heated 
pool.  Other local options include public campgrounds and 
local motels (http://www.duboiswyomingchamber.org/ ).  
 
Tent Camping: $30.00 
Cabins (no linens): 
     2 person cabins: $60.00 
     4 person cabins: $70.00 
     5 person cabins: $145.00 (Full bathrooms, kitchenettes) 
RV Camping (go on-line for full options) : 
     Water/electric: $45.00 
     Full hook up: $50.00 
     River front: $53.00 

 
Call for Scholarship and Grant applications:  Student 
study and small grant applications are being accepted 
now through 15 February, by mail or the WYNPS 
email address.  Please feel free to post or distribute  
the 2016 announcement! 
 

4ÒÅÁÓÕÒÅÒȭÓ 2ÅÐÏÒÔ:   Balance as of 21 Sept 2015: 
Scholarship = $1,940; General = $6,314; Total = 

$8,254.  

 
Contributors to this Issue: Ann Boelter, Karen Clause, 
Frances Clark, Robert Dorn, Bonnie Heidel, Hollis 
Marriott, Nancy Miller, Amy Taylor, Dan Tinker. 
 
Deadline for next Issue:  Announcements and articles 
are welcome at any time.  The next deadline is 15 Feb. 
___________________________________________ 

Wyoming Native Plant Society 
P.O. Box 2449 
Laramie, WY  82073 

Message from the President:  
3ÅÁÓÏÎȭÓ 'ÒÅÅÔÉÎÇÓȦ 
     )ÔȭÓ ÔÈÅ ÈÏÌÉÄÁÙ ÓÅÁÓÏÎȟ ÁÎÄ ) ÌÏÏË 
forward to time with family, skiing, 
and cooking my favorite holiday 
foods.  I also start thinking about 
ÍÙ .Å× 9ÅÁÒȭÓ ÒÅÓÏÌÕÔÉÏÎÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 
coming year.  For instance, in 2010 
I made a resolution to get back into 
skate skiing after a 6-year hiatus to raise babies.  I also 
resolved to get more involved with The Wyoming Native 
Plant Society.  To make good on that resolution, I became a 
lifetime member and ran for my first term on the Board of 
Directors.   
     Six years later, here I find myself running for another 
term as President.  It feels good to serve, and I encourage 
any of you who are thinking that you might be interested in 
ÂÅÃÏÍÉÎÇ ÍÏÒÅ ÉÎÖÏÌÖÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ 3ÏÃÉÅÔÙ ÔÏ ÄÏ ÓÏȢ  )ÔȭÓ 
important to the success of the Society to represent its 
members through a diversity of voices on its Board of 
Directors.  If not interested in an officer position, please 
consider one of the at-large board member positions or 
volunteering to sit on a special committee to organize 
events.  
     With your help, we can make the Society the best that it 
ÃÁÎ ÂÅȢ  -ÍÍȣÓÏÕÎÄÓ ÌÉËÅ ) ÈÁÖÅ ÃÏÍÅ ÕÐ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ 
resolution!  Happy holidays to you and yours, 

 
~Karen Clause, President  
 

WYNPS Board ɀ 2015 
President: Karen Clause, Pinedale 
(kdclause@centurytel.net) 
Vice-President: Brian Sebade, Laramie 
(bsebade@uwyo.edu ) 
Sec.-Treasurer: Ann Boelter, Laramie   (boelter@uwyo.edu) 
Board-at-large:  
7ÁÌÔ &ÅÒÔÉÇȟ 0ÈÏÅÎÉØȟ !: ɉȭρτ-ȭρυɊ 
(waltola64@gmail.com) 
"ÏÂ 'ÉÕÒÇÅÖÉÃÈȟ 3ÈÅÒÉÄÁÎ ɉȭρυ-ȭρφɊ                                                               
(bobgiurgevich@live.com) 
 
Other contacts: 
WYNPS homepage: www.wynps.org; also on Facebook 

Teton Plants ɀ a Chapter of WYNPS: Amy Taylor, Treasurer 

(tetonplants@gmail.com) and homepage  

http://www.tetonplants.org/   

Sublette Chapter of WYNPS: Julie Kraft, President 
(jewelyjoe@hotmail.com) 
Editor: Bonnie Heidel (bheidel@uwyo.edu) 
Webmaster: Brenna Marsicek 
(brennamarsicek@gmail.com) 
Bighorn Native Plant Society: Jean Daly, Treasurer (P.O. Box 
21, Big Horn, WY 82833 

New Members: Please welcome the following new 
members to WYNPS: Lorie Cahn, Jackson; Trissta 
Lyman, Jackson; Michael Mancuso, Boise, ID; Jennifer 
Thompson, Laramie. 

 
Funds: 
 
$1,860 in scholarship fund 
$6,501 in general funds 
$8,361 TOTAL 
 Dawn Loomis of Powell 
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1. Taylor Mountain by Amy Taylor 
2. Teton Mountains by Nancy Miller   
3. Klara Varga reveals the inner workings of a water lily at 
Loon Lake by B. Heidel   
4.  Walter Fertig, Reid Miller , Ann & Dick Boelter at Darby 
Canyon by Nancy Miller 
5. Colorado columbine by Frances Clark   
 
 

We had a grand time at the 
annual meeting in the 
Tetons - a least 125 people 
attended.  THANKS to 
everyone involved!!! Here 
are glimpses. Go to 
www.wynps.org to see 
these photographs in color! 
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"ÏÔÁÎÉÓÔȭÓ Bookshelf ɀ 
Fiedler, Carl E. and Stephen F. Arno. 2015. 
PONDEROSA: PÅÏÐÌÅȟ &ÉÒÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 7ÅÓÔȭÓ 
Most Iconic Tree .  Mountain Press Pub. Co., 
-ÉÓÓÏÕÌÁȟ -4Ȣ ςτψ ÐÐȢ ɉ0ÁÐÅÒÂÁÃËȟ φȱ Ø ω ȰɊȢ[ISBN: 
978-087842-638-6] $20.00 + shipping.    
 

Review by Daniel Tinker 
Dept. of Botany, University of Wyoming 

 
 

     )Î ÔÈÅÉÒ ÂÏÏËȟ Ȱ0ÏÎÄÅÒÏÓÁȡ 0ÅÏÐÌÅȟ fire, and the 
7ÅÓÔȭÓ ÍÏÓÔ ÉÃÏÎÉÃ ÔÒÅÅȱȟ #ÁÒÌ &ÉÅÄÌÅÒ ÁÎÄ 3ÔÅÐÈÅÎ 
Arno have given readers an informative and 
entertaining collection of essays and photographs that 
focus on Ponderosa pine (Pinus ponderosa), certainly a 
favorite tree of residents and visitors alike. The book 
is part ecological primer, part historical account, and 
part tour guide, and excels in all three areas. It is 
organized into two main sections: Part I contains the 
majority of the life history and ecological chapters, 
×ÈÉÌÅ 0ÁÒÔ )) ÓÅÒÖÅÓ ÁÓ Á ÔÒÁÖÅÌÅÒȭÓ ÇÕÉÄÅ ÔÏ ÕÎÉÑÕÅ ÁÎÄ 
beautiful Ponderosa pine locations throughout the 16 
US states of its distribution, as well as British 
Columbia, Canada. The book is loaded with sound 
science throughout, but presented in a very readable 
way for non-scientists. Plus, the excellent collection of 
historic and current photos really makes this an 
excellent read. 
 

     &ÉÅÄÌÅÒ ÁÎÄ !ÒÎÏȭÓ ÁÐÐÒÏÁÃÈ ÉÎ 0ÁÒÔ ) ÔÁËÅ ÔÈÅ 
reader through the century-long transformation from 
historical Ponderosa forests of the 1800s to the 
ȰÍÏÄÅÒÎȱ ÆÏÒÅÓÔÓ ÏÆ ÔÏÄÁÙȢ 4ÈÅÙ ÂÅÇÉÎ ×ÉÔÈ ÁÎ 
enlightening treatment of the role of ponderosa pine 
in US history, including the often intimate 
relationships with Native American Indians, providing 
evidence of their use of ponderosa as a building 
material as early as AD 500. Many of the accounts are 
anecdotal, but still paint a fascinating picture of the 
many uses of the tree by the wide range of historical 
inhabitants of the Western US, including the early 
pioneers and the US military. The authors do a really 
nice job with their descriptions of the life history 
characteristics of Ponderosa, from its broad genetic 
diversity and geographic distribution, to its 
adaptations to drought and fire. And, speaking of fire, 
Fiedler and Arno dedicate three chapters to 
0ÏÎÄÅÒÏÓÁȭÓ ȰÍÕÌÔÉÆÁÃÅÔÅÄ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎÓÈÉÐ ×ÉÔÈ ÁÎÄ 
ÄÅÐÅÎÄÅÎÃÙ ÏÎ ÆÉÒÅȱȟ ÈÉÇÈÌÉÇÈÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÅÖÏÌÕÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ 
attitudes and management philosophies regarding fire 
and its near-elimination from most Ponderosa forests 
in the West. They also emphasize the importance of 
Ponderosa in the forest products industry, tracing the 
harvesting of old-ÇÒÏ×ÔÈ ÆÏÒÅÓÔÓ ÖÉÁ ȰÃÌÅÁÒÆÅÌÌÉÎÇȱ ÁÎÄ  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ȰÈÉÇÈ ÇÒÁÄÉÎÇȱ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÒÅ ÆÁÍÉÌÉÁÒ ÃÌÅÁÒÃÕÔÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
1960s and 1970s. They include a nice section that 
highlights the emerging environmental legislation that 
arose following the cessation of clearcutting in 
Ponderosa pine forests and how, while well-
intentioned, these policies actually created provisions 
for completely eliminating fire from these forests. As 
ÔÈÅ ÁÕÔÈÏÒÓ ÍÏÖÅ ÕÓ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÒÅ ÒÅÃÅÎÔ ȰÍÏÄÅÒÎȱ 
ÆÏÒÅÓÔÓȟ ÔÈÅÙ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÂÅ ÈÏ× ÈÕÍÁÎÓ ÁÒÅ ȰÌÏÖÉÎÇ ÏÕÒ 
foÒÅÓÔÓ ÔÏ ÄÅÁÔÈȱȟ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÕÌÁÒÌÙ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÃÒÅÁÓÅ ÉÎ 
housing development in the Wildland Urban Interface 
(WUI), much of which occurs in and around 
Ponderosa pine forests. They wrap up Part I of the 
book with a brief, yet grim reminder of the recent 
spate of ȰÍÅÇÁÆÉÒÅÓȱ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÕÒÎÅÄ ÉÎ 0ÏÎÄÅÒÏÓÁ 
forests beginning in the 1980s, along with the 
acceleration of other major disturbances such as bark 
beetle epidemics. The final chapter focuses on what 
we have learned through scientific research over the 
past few decades, and describes the various 
approaches and challenges to actively restoring 
Ponderosa pine forests. 
 
     Part II, as mentioned before, is a travelogue for 
Ponderosa pine seekers around the Western US and 
British Columbia. This section is yet another reason to 
ÔÈÒÏ× ÔÈÉÓ ÂÏÏË ÉÎ ÙÏÕÒ ÂÁÃËÐÁÃË ×ÈÉÌÅ ÙÏÕȭÒÅ 
ÔÒÁÖÅÌÉÎÇ ÉÆ ÙÏÕȭÒÅ Á ÌÏÖÅÒ ÏÆ 0ÏÎÄÅÒÏÓÁȢ &ÒÏÍ !ÒÉÚÏÎÁ 
to North Dakota, they describe literally       (cont. p. 5)  
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Continued from p. 4  
dozens of ȰÓÐÅÃÉÁÌȱ ÓÉÔÅÓ ÁÃÒÏÓÓ the region. Here in Wyoming, they highlight four such places: Blacks Fork River, 
southwest of Mountain View; Vedauwoo recreation area in the Medicine Bow National Forest; Mallo Camp, in the 
Black Hills; and the land around the Pine Bluffs Rest Area, east oÆ #ÈÅÙÅÎÎÅȢ )Æ ÙÏÕ ÈÁÖÅÎȭÔ ÓÅÅÎ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ 
places, you should check them out as soon as you can. And, if you want to learn more about Ponderosa pine and 
ÈÁÖÅ Á ÇÒÅÁÔ ÒÅÁÄ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÍÅ ÔÉÍÅȟ )ȭÄ ÓÕÇÇÅÓÔ Á ÃÏÐÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ÂÏÏË ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÏÎȦ 
 
Growing Native Plants 
              Part 18. Meadow Gardens 
 

By Robert Dorn 
 

Meadow gardens require a consistently moist 
site, wetter than a prairie but not as wet as a wetland 
which supports sedges, rushes, and the like.  Most of 
these sites are found in mountain parks but there are 
occasional subirrigated sites in the lowlands that 
match this requirement.  Meadows usually have some 
grasses like Melica bulbosa, Oniongrass, or Phleum 
alpinum, Mountain Timothy, but the most conspicuous 
species are flowering forbs of which five examples 
follow.  Go to the Society website to see them in color. 

 
Erigeron subtrinervis, Threenerve Fleabane, 

grows to 2.5 feet tall and 1 foot wide from rhizomes.  
The leaves are  somewhat narrow and to 4.5 inches 
long.  The ray flowers are mostly blue to purple or 
lavender and the disk flowers are yellow.  They appear 
in July and August.  The plants occur naturally in moist 
meadows and open woods in the mountains.  They  
prefer full sun to partial shade and moist loamy soils.  
They can be grown from seed that is surface sown for 
light exposure or from division of clumps or from 
rhizome cuttings.  They transplant easily and seed has 
been commercially available. 

  

 
 

Erigeron subtrinervis, San Juan County, Utah 

 Helianthella quinquenervis, Fivevein 
Littlesunflower, grows to 5 feet tall and 1 foot wide.  
The leaves are to 10 inches long and 4 inches wide.  
Flower heads are one to several at the stem tips and 
nodding or horizontal with yellow ray and disk flowers. 
They appear from June to August depending on 
elevation.  The plants occur naturally in moist to 
slightly dry meadows or on slopes in the mountains. 
They prefer full sun and moist but well drained soils.  
They can be grown from seed which is commercially 
available. 
 

 
 

Helianthella quinquenervis, Grand County, Colorado 
 

 
 

Lupinus polyphyllus, Moffat County, Colorado 


