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DUES RENEWAL TIME: The 1984—-85 WNPS dues are due when you submit your ballot for new
officers. The cost is $3.00 annually. The dues can also be paid at the annual meeting
before the votes are counted. RWL

Treasurer's Report: The balance as of the last newsletter was $360.00. Deposits=$17.00;
cost of newsletter 3(2)=5$31.24 and $3.00 to State of Wyoming for non-profit corporation
tax; new balance=$352.76. New menbers include New York Botanical Garden and Ramona
Osburn from Jacksonville, Oregon. VW

Prelimimary Classification of Wyoming Plant Communities: The "Preliminary Classification
of Wyoming Plant Communities” has been published by the Wyoming Natural Heritage Program/
The Nature Conservancy. The classification is based primarily on published literature
and original field work. It is a preliminary document because most of the communities
have not been field checked. As further field work is completed, new communities will
undoubtedly have to be added and others deleted. The bibliography that provides the
basis for this document is: Collins, E.I. 1984. A bibliography of Wyoming plant com-
munities. Prairie Naturalist 16 (1): 25-38. Copies of both can be obtained from the
WNHP, 1603 Capitol Ave. #325, Cheyenne, WY 82001 for $2.25 (duplication and postage
costs). Make checks payable to WY Natural Heritage Program. EC

1983 Field Work: Ellen Collins and Bob Lichvar, under the auspices of Dennis Knight at
the University of Wyoming Botany Dept., did an initial inventory and checklist of the
vascular flora of Big Horn Canyon National Recreation Area (BCNRA). This area is lo-
cated at the northern terminus of the Big Horn Mts. on the Wyoming-Montana state border.
Approximately 1,750 collections in triplicate were made from throughout the area.
Specimens were identified in our Cheyenne office and then some collections were checked
at the Rocky Mountain Herbarium. Later, specimens were checked and annotated by E.
Nelson and R. Hartman for proper identificatiom.

A total of 73 families of wvascular plants are found, with 320 genera and 656 taxa
of specific or subspecific rank. It is our intent to submit this checklist for pub-
lication so it will be available at a later date. There is, however, a report that has
been submitted to the BCNRA that could be xeroxed and used until the checklist is pub-
lished. Please contact R. Lichvar if you're interested.

Just to mention in passing - a few names of some interesting taxa from the area:
Penstemon caryi, Sullivantia hapemanii, Musineon vaginatum, Townsendia spathulata,
Ligusticum porteri, Logfia arvensis, Eritrichium howardii, Rorippa calycina, Poly-
stichum lonchitis, Erigeron allocotus, Cryptantha cana, Triodanis leptocarpa, Lilium
philadelphicum, Juglans cinerea, Celtis occidentalis, and Smilax herbacea. RWL

Notes on Some Plants Occurring in the Beartooths II. This time we shall discuss the re-
maining rare or otherwise interesting mostly non-arctic-alpine species that occur om or
near the Beartooth Plateau. It should be a real challenge to locate all of these species
this summer on our annual field trip.

Three of Wyoming's rarest grasses, Poa lettermannii, Agrostis borealis, and Helic-
totrichon hookeri have been collected on the Beartooth Plafeau and in very few other places
in the state. Poa lettermanii, one of the smallest bluegrasses, is seldom collected in
Wyoming or for that matter, in any other part of its range. This species is found in
alpine areas in the western cordillera from British Columbia south to California, Nev-
ada, Utah, and Colorado. Poa lettermanii was first collected from the plateau by P.
Johnson in 1960. This western American endemic is known in Wyoming also from the Wind
River Range and from a recent collection in the Big Horns. Agrostis borealis,. a wide-
spread arctic-alpine species, is scarce in Wyoming and is known from only three or four
collections: a 1955 A. Cronquist collection from the MT side of the plateau, one from
Pat O'Hara Peak in the Absarokas, a recent one from the Big Horns, and a report by A.
Beetle (1971) of its occurrence in the Medicine Bow Range. Distinguishing characters of
this seldom collected species are the open panicle, obsolete palea, panicles forking be-
low the middle, and awned lemma. Helictotrichon hookeri was first collected from the
plateau by P. Johnson in 1960. This native perennial oat grass is known from the Dead
Indian Hill area just south of the plateau and it occurs rather abundantly above 10,000
feet on the open rolling expanses of Carter Mt. south of Cody. Strictly speaking, this
is not an alpine species but rather a species of the plains, and ranges from Alaska south
and east to Minnesota and New Mexico. Finding these three grasses on the plateau this
summer should be a real challenge.

Two interesting composites, one odiferous and conspicuous and the other just the







